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World Guard 
wins bronze 
medal in Ohio
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     Arcadia High School’s 
World Guard members made 
history by placing third in the 
2006 WGI Color Guard World 
Championships April 6-8 in 
Dayton, Ohio. This is the high-
est honor an AHS Guard has 
received.
     The Guard scored a 94.50 
in the ýnal round. World Guard 
members wore their bronze 
medals to school on April 10. 

President’s Message

At our general meeting in March 
we elected the Executive Board 
for 2006/2007.  

The board for next year is:

    President – Betsy Burcham
    Past President – Sandy DeSurra
   1st V.P./ Fundraising – 
    Marcus Look
    2nd V.P./Festival of Bands – 
    Mike Green
    3rd V.P./Band – Dan Bump
    4th V.P./Color Guard – 
    Thelma Parivar
    5th V.P./Orchestra – Charles Ward
    Secretary – Lisa Fairbanks
    Treasurer – Ruth Black
    Board Member – 
    Blennie Danielson
    Board Member – 
    Bruce Renfrew

     We have ýlled all the chairman po-
sitions also with exception of Tailgate 
Parties. 

     This is the person who organizes the 
tailgate parties at the parade/ýeld shows 
in the fall. It involves getting volunteers 
to bring food and setting up at the event.  
If this sounds like something you could 
do, please contact Betsy Burcham or 
myself. 
     Please continue to regularly check 
the website, arcadiamusic.org, to keep 
updated on the latest events.  
     Also, if you are not receiving email no-
tices from the Music Club, send an email 
to AHSMusicClub@aol.com and ask to 
be added to the list.  It is a great source of 
information. 
     Our next Music Club meeting is Tues-
day, April 18th, at 7:00pm in the Music 
Room.  
     The meeting in May will be a dinner 
to celebrate the successes of this year and 
welcome in the new board.  
     I hope will you be able to join as at these 
ýnal two Music Club events of the year.
    Sandy DeSurra
    Music Club President

Varsity Percussion 
wins medals, heads 
to championships 
     Congratulations to Varisty 
Percussion Ensemble and 
Director Kevin Sherrill for 
earning bronze medals at the 
Southern California Perucssion 
Championship on April 9 at 
Los Osos High School.
     The group next competes 
April 20-22 in Dayton, Ohio  at 
the WGI Percussion Champi-
onship.
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The Spring Semester marks 
the time for concerts, switch-
ing to a new instrument, and 

Band III auditions.  
     It also marks the scheduling of 
classes for next Fall.  First things 
ýrst.  Our concert schedule looks 
like this:
     In May we will be introducing a 
new format for the Pop’s Concert.  
This year we will feature all six of 
the bands and orchestras divided 
over two evenings, Tuesday May 
23rd, and Thursday, May 25th.  

There will be a slight fee for 
these event and we highly recom-
mend that you consider attending 
both evenings to hear what every 
group is sounding like this year.

Auditions will be held on the 
last few days of April for openings 
in Concert Band III.  

All audition materials are ad-
dressed in class on a daily basis.  If 
your child is interested in audition-
ing, it would be good for them to 
play for you any and all material 
that may be required of them, that 
way you can be a part of their prepa-
ration.

  Finally, registration for next 
year is taking place now.  Remem-
ber if your child wants to be in 
Marching Band they must also be 
registered for a concert band class 
concurrently.  

If your child is considering be-
ing a Section Leader next year, they 
must be a Band III member and en-
rolled in that class both semesters.  

This is a new requirement for 
Section Leaders and will require 

   Band & Percussion News
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serious thought regarding classes 
that need to be met.  Summer school 
is one way available to meet some 
academic needs to make room in 
your schedule for the needed concert 
band classes.

 We look forward to seeing you 
at any of the upcoming concerts and 
if you have any questions regarding 
registration for next year, please 

feel free to call Mr. Sherrill or me at 
821-1788 or one of the high school 
counselors at 821-1795.  

Thanks for your continued 
support of both your student and the 
Music Program.

Tom Landes &
Kevin Sherrill
AHS Music Directors

Congratulations to the Arcadia 
High School Varsity Percus-
sion group for scoring an 89.70 

in their WGI Regional in Hayward.                                                                   
This score places them in the top 5 
for the upcoming WGI Percussion 

Varsity Percussion

Championship April 20-22 in Day-
ton, Ohio.  

Kevin Sherrill has done a great 
job preparing this group, which com-
petes in the most competitive of all 
the classiýcations.Page 2
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It’s hard to believe that we 
are nearing the end of the 
school year.  By the time 

you read this, the 2005-2006 orches-
tra season will be nearly complete.

The Orchestra Beneýt Dinner, 
Long Beach Orchestra Festival, 
Spring Concert and Orchestra Verti-
cal Concert will all have been com-
pleted since our last newsletter. 

Special commendations are due 
Myrna Decker and the volunteers 
for producing an outstanding Or-
chestra Beneýt Dinner this year. The 
literally thousands of hours that the 
committee invested in the event was 
evident to all.  Richard Meyer was 
entertaining as always, Viofonik was 
fascinating and entertaining and our 
intrepid Orchestra ofýcers showed us 
a new talent, performing part of the 
William Tell Overture and Olympic 
Theme on Kazoos.  

Our honoree, John Wilson 
thanks everyone for the performance 
of “Shenandoah,” a piece he wrote in 
1967 for another Arcadia performing 
group.   

‘Tis the season (auditions 
ahead!) and students are looking 
ahead toward next year.  Continuing 
orchestral students will all be mak-
ing ýnal preparations for auditions 
in May, an important time for us 

Orchestra Information

Music Camp Chaperones Needed
   Please mark your calendars for 
Music Camp beginning Sunday, 
Aug. 27 and ending Friday, Sept. 1. 
     The two camps need Moms and 
especially Dads to spend a relaxing 
week in the sunny mountains with 

several hundred of the best kids at 
Arcadia High school.  
    Please contact Mike Green at 
brassfamily@altrionet.com or 626-
355-4551 for additional informa-
tion.
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all.  Yet it is that process, however 
nerve-wracking, that determines the 
direction of next year’s orchestras.  

And yes, it is inevitable that 
Mr. Forbes and Mr. England have 
already begun planning next year’s 
program; the music to choose, the 
places to visit, the 13th Annual Ben-
eýt Dinner, social events, and the all 
important Music Camp in August.  
It’s not too early to make plans to 
attend.  In addition to daily chamber 
music recitals, large group rehears-
als and section coaching by some of 

the ýnest string players in Southern 
California, some of the music that we 
performed this year was previewed 
at Music Camp in Idyllwild.  

April-May events include the 
Orchestra 2-3 tour to San Diego and 
the Pops Concerts.  This year Orches-
tra 1 and Band 1 will also participate 
in the Pops Concerts which have 
been expanded to two days.  There 
will be different groups each day.

A highlight of the orchestral 
portion of the Pops Concert this year 
will be Orchestra 3 performing a spe-
cially arranged version of music from 
the ‘70s rock opera “Tommy”.  

Again, thanks to all the volun-
teers who make this happen.  It’s not 
enough to say “you make our job 
easier,”  it is more accurate to say 
“you make our job possible.”

  Rick England & Tom Forbes
  Orchestra Directors  




